June 9, 2009 (Tuesday)
Starts at 5:00 p.m.

Hosted by Colorado State University Cooperative Extension for Adams County

Speakers and Topics ﬁ
to be covered: Roggen
e Scott Haley, CSU — Wheat — Cooksey Farm
Breeding and Varieties Prospect Valy -
o Jerry Johnson, CSU - Crop
Testing and Collaborative Mrestsite
on Farm Trials
™, * Ken Barbarick, CSU —
Application of Biosolids to WeR

’:;\ Dryland Winter Wheat

N . Darrell Hanavan — CWAC/ | Contact: Thaddeus Gourd at the Adams County Extension

. CAWG/CWRF Office (303) 637-8117, for additional information .
h | regarding the field day. ﬁ
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Dryland Alfafa

Alfalfa is a crop that has a long and
well established history along the
Front Range. Itis used in both horse
and cattle feeding rations and is a
highly valued crop in our area. While
most alfalfa in this area is grown under
irrigation, interest in dryland alfalfa is
increasing. With the growing demand
and decreasing availability of irriga-
tion water, dryland alfalfa is a way to
achieve a high value crop from what
can otherwise be low productivity
ground. The biggest yield limiting
factor in dryland alfalfa production is
rainfall. In most years, winter snows
and spring rains will give enough
moisture to carry the alfalfa through
to rst cutting. Rainfall is less reliable
after rst cutting, causing the dryland
alfalfa to go dormant during extended
dry periods. Itis important that your
alfalfa variety be very drought tolerant
in order to survive. With the alfalfa va-
rieties available today, pro table and
longer term dryland alfalfa production
is a possibility.

The most common alfalfa variety
used in dryland is Ladak. It was rst
introduced by the USDA from India
in 1910. Ladak has historically been
the rst choice for dryland alfalfa in
the Front Range. Itis still in use today
because of its high level of drought
tolerance and winter hardiness. Ladak
stands, like most alfalfas, will thin
more rapidly in dryland than in irri-
gation due to the effects of continued
drought stress.

Spredor 4 is a new dryland alfalfa
variety from NK Seeds and is avail-
able at American Pride Co-op. ltis a
creeping root alfalfa. With its creeping
root trait, Spredor 4 can rejuvenate
itself by sending up new plants from
buds on lateral roots. As shown on

the graphic below, buds form at in-
tervals along the roots, shoots emerge
from the soil, become new plants and
eventually send out lateral roots of
their own. This extensive root system
gives Spredor 4 more drought and heat
resistance. Spredor 4’s creeping root
trait combined with excellent winter
hardiness translates into long lived,
self- thickening dryland stands.

If you have an interest in dryland alfal-
fa, or would like more information on
either of these two dryland varieties,
please contact our Agronomy Depart-
ment at Henderson (303-659-3643) or
Mead (970-535-4450). Our agronomy
staff will provide the answer to any
guestion you may have.
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Department of Agriculture Requirement

American Pride Co-op would like to remind agricultural
producers and others who maintain aColorado Private

le at the location where the purchase is made. Only the
license holderwill be allowed to accept delivery or pick-

a copy of your current license to the nearest American
Pride agronomy location (Henderson or Mead). The
Department of Agriculture requires that a copy of your

license be on le.

form is on le.

of Authorized Agent of Licensed Pesticide Applicator

For more information or to receive a form, visit the lo-

Anyone purchasing Restricted Use Products must have cation closest to you or call Mead at 970-535-4450 or
their current Private Pesticide Applicators License on Henderson at 303-659-3643.





