
Lubricant  
Update
Good news!  Effective February 1, 
2009 the price on all Cenex lubri-
cants has been reduced by $1.30 per 
gallon.  Finally, there is some relief 
to rising lubricant prices. 

Cenex is proud to announce a new 
synthetic motor oil called MAX-
TRON Enviro-Edge 5W-40.  This is 
Cenex’s most advanced full synthetic 
diesel engine oil which is engineered 
for fuel economy, wide temperature 
range performance and protection 
of all 2007 and newer model year 
low emission diesel engines and their 
exhaust-after-treatment systems.

This unique formulation is also 
designed to provide additional 
protection for older engines. The 
high Total Base Number (TBN), 
outstanding TBN retention, addi-
tional antioxidant, and Wear Saver 
Technology™, give Maxtron Enviro-
Edge 5W-40 a high level of reserve 
quality. After extensive engine and 
�eld testing, MAXTRON Enviro-
Edge has shown longer engine life 
in �eet, construction, and agriculture 
equipment under severe service and 
extreme temperature conditions. 
MAXTRON Enviro-Edge technol-
ogy has been proven to protect 
diesel particle �lter (DPF) against 
ash buildup and improved engine 
protection from soot, deposits, 
varnish, wear, acid accumulation, 
TBN loss, viscosity shear loss, and 
oil consumption.

For more information on this ex-
citing new product, as well as 
the full Cenex line of lubricants, 
call our Petroleum Department at  
720-685-1966. 
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Manager’s Comments, 
continued from page 1.

This winter, the Board of Directors and 
the management team held a meeting 
with some of our ag customers.  The 
meeting was held in February and was 
an excellent opportunity to exchange 
ideas on how your cooperative can bet-
ter serve member needs.  We were also 
able to explain some of our concerns for 
the coming growing season.  The price 
of energy products continues to increase, 
but product availability should not be 
a problem.  Ag chemicals and fertilizer 
products could be in short supply this 
spring.  We hope you will contact the 
fertilizer department at Henderson or 
Mead early to discuss your needs for 
the spring.

In closing, we would again like to thank 
each of you for your business; 2008 was 
a successful year for your cooperative 
because of your support.  The farming 
season will be here soon, and we look 
forward to working with you in coming 
months. 

Reading Your Propane Gauge
by Larry Ehrman, Vice-President of Energy

We have been very pleased with the way our customers have been proactive in calling us with periodic readings of their tanks.  
With these readings we can insure that our system is as accurate as possible. Thank you for one of the smoothest propane seasons 
that I have been involved with. 

For those who are new to propane, the diagram below is what a gauge looks like and how to read it. This table translates into the 
number of gallons in your tank at various gauge readings which is always good information to know.

Order chicks by March 31st 
Pick up Friday or Saturday, April 3rd or 4th

10 FREE Broiler Chicks with purchase of (2) 50-lb. bags of Purina Chick Starter

Call Brighton 303-659-1230 or 1-800-332-6478

Over Seeding Machine
The Vertacut, also commonly 
referred to as an over seeding 
machine, is available for you 
to rent from American Pride 
Co-op.  

What is a Vertacut or over 
seeding machine?  This piece 
of equipment provides a perfect 
method for turf renovation.  
The Vertacut will cut slits in 
your lawn and drop grass seed 
simultaneously.  The depth of 
the slits, as well as the amount 

of seed dropped, can be adjusted to �t your needs.

If your lawn shows any damage (such as dead patches) caused by disease, in-
sects, heat or drought, this machine provides an easy method for you to make 
repairs.  Now is an excellent time to do repair work to these areas as the grass 
is beginning to grow and the temperature is still cool.  

The “Vertacut” can put you on track for a beautiful beginning this spring!  
Call today 303-659-1230 or 1-800-332-6478.

Other lawn care and garden equipment is available to rent from American 
Pride Co-op.  Contact our staff in the Feed Warehouse in Brighton for further 
information and rental rates.   
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These high quality 
feeds are now  

available at the  
Brighton store.

Call our Feed 
Department 

303-659-1230 or 
1-800-332-6478



Nitrogen on Winter Wheat
There are several factors involved in getting the most yield 
from your winter wheat crop.  While there are many things 
you cannot control - such as moisture, temperature and soil 
type - one thing you can control is nitrogen fertilization.  
Nitrogen is the most limiting nutrient in winter wheat pro-
duction.  The timing of a nitrogen application can have a 
significant effect on wheat yields.  

Growers managing for top yields should apply nitrogen at 
the times when the wheat plant can best utilize it.  This lets 
you get the most out of your nitrogen dollars.  Wheat needs 
a small amount of nitrogen in the fall to promote establish-
ment. Too much nitrogen in the fall can promote excessive 
vegetative growth which can deplete the soil of moisture and 
make the plant more susceptible to disease.  Often residual 
nitrogen from previous crops will be sufficient for fall needs, 
or small amounts of nitrogen can be applied either pre-plant 
or at planting. The more critical period of nitrogen need 
is when the wheat breaks dormancy to jointing.  Nitrogen 

availability is key at this point because it stimulates the 
production of more tillers.  The more tillers a wheat plant 
has the more heads will develop, which gives more yield 
potential.  Nitrogen can be top-dressed at this time with 
either 46-0-0 dry urea or 32-0-0 liquid nitrogen.  Liquid 
nitrogen can burn leaf tissue, but can also be combined 
with a herbicide for a weed and feed program.  Nitrogen 
applied after jointing will not produce more tillers and will 
contribute mostly to head fill and higher protein.  

The most efficient use of your nitrogen dollars will come 
with an application from spring green up to tillering.  This 
will give the wheat plant the nitrogen it needs at the time 
it can best utilize it. 

If you would like more information on applying nitrogen to 
your wheat crop, give our fertilizer specialist a call at our 
Henderson (303-659-3643) or Mead (970-535-4450) loca-
tions.  They’ll be happy to discuss your options with you. 

Financing  
Available
American Pride Co-op is a resource 
for your crop production financing.  
Through our association with the 
Cooperative Finance Association 
and John Deere Credit, you could 
qualify for financing for your fertil-
izer, chemical, seed and fuel pur-
chases.  Some manufacturers will 
even buy down the interest rates on 
their products purchased.  

Farm Plan™, from John Deere 
Credit, offers seasonal terms.  

Cooperative Finance Association 
(CFA) offers a complete loan pack-
age on all products purchased from 
American Pride Co-op for input 
production.  CFA does require crop 
insurance and assignment of crop 
indemnity.

Please contact Glen Ross in Customer  
Service for an application and com-
plete details at 303-659-1230 or 
1-800-332-6478.  

Fertilizer Supply  
by Anthony Duran

Nearly 60% of nitrogen fertilizer used in the United States is now imported.  Through 
February, we are approximately 600,000 ton behind on imported urea nitrogen. De-
pending on ship points, transit times for imports are typically 3 to 5 weeks.

In the corn growing areas of the Midwest, 800,000 ton of anhydrous ammonia nor-
mally applied in the fall, was not applied this year.  This translates to 1,426,000 tons 
of dry urea.  Weather, combined with total corn acres, will become a critical issue in 
price stability and product availability as much of this anhydrous ammonia tonnage 
may have to be replaced with dry urea.

Phosphate fertilizers have shown some strength in the past 45 days. Potassium con-
tinues to remain high.

Contact our Agronomy Department in Henderson (303-659-3643) or Mead (970-
535-4450) for product recommendations and current information on supply. 

Looking for 
Seed?

We have what  
you need.

Corn•	
Alfalfa•	
Sunflower•	
Forage•	
Millet•	
Grass•	
Wheat•	

Contact our seed experts  
today at

Henderson
303-659-3643

Mead 
303-776-5015

Maintenance Tips for  
Tractor Hydraulics
Have you changed your hydraulic 
fluid lately?  It’s easily overlooked 
since the recommended change in-
tervals are longer than routine oil 
changes.  Hydraulics provide the 
muscle for everything from steering 
to braking to implement operation, 
so the key is regular maintenance 
for dependable performance.

Why change hydraulic fluids?  
Hydraulic fluid works as both a 
lubricant and cooling agent, and also works to transmit power.  Over time, ad-
ditives become depleted, and can no longer protect gears, hydraulic pumps and 
other moving parts as they should.  Hydraulic fluids can also get contaminated 
with water and dirt, which can cause corrosion, abrasion, and ultimately wear 
on system components.

Here are a few maintenance tips for your tractor’s hydraulic system:

•	Check hydraulic fluid levels daily or every 10 hours of operation.

•	 Inspect hydraulic lines, hoses, seals and connections for leaks. Repair as 
needed.

•	Drain hydraulic fluid at least yearly, or according to manufacturer’s recom-
mendations.

•	Use a hydraulic fluid that is formulated for rugged farming conditions, such 
as Cenex®  Qwiklift® HTB or Cenex Maxtron® THF.

•	Send used hydraulic fluid to American Pride Co-op or Cenex® LubeScan™ 
for analysis.

Preventive maintenance on your tractor’s hydraulics is a wise investment that will 
help you avoid downtime and costly repair bills.  Visit American Pride Co-op today 
for more information on Cenex® hydraulic fluids. 
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